A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
used him as an unconscious agent so as to have an excuse for
putting to death the man who really endangered his throne—
Warwick, the true heir. That would account for the escape
from court, for Henry's knowledge of the same, for the conse-
quent imprisonment and all that followed. This, combined
with the universal recognition of the young man by those who
were best able to judge, strongly supports his claim. But, on
the other hand, there is the fact that he never accounted for his
escape from the Tower as a child, or for the years between that
escape and his first appearance in Ireland, nine years after
Richard III had imprisoned his young nephews.
The Marriage with Catherine of Aragon. The putting
to death of poor young Warwick shocked the conscience of
Christendom and England. It was remembered bitterly and
openly by young Catherine of Aragon herself afterwards, when
she said that her approach to the throne of England had been
marked by a deed of blood. That young Princess of Spain
landed at Plymouth on October 2, 1501, and was married to
Prince Arthur in St Paul's on November 15. They were of what
the Church called marriageable age, and many another royal
marriage had taken place between boys and girls even younger;
Catherine was just on sixteen, and Aithur was less than a year
younger, but they were still too young for the marriage to be a
real marriage. It was never consummated, though the doubts
that were cast upon this fact fill the most important moment of
English history, in the subsequent divorce of Catherine from
her second husband. Within five months, on April 4, 1502,
Prince Arthur was dead.
What should follow? A very krge dowry had been promised
with Catherine. Henry's Queen died in 1503 ; he could marry
again, and he made the really abominable proposal that he should
himself be married to Catherine—a proposal which was rejected
with intense indignation by her mother Isabella. But that such
a suggestion should ever be possible shows what a long way
Europe had travelled from the faith and moods of the High
Middle Ages. In the upshot the position was settled by lie
betrothal of Catherine, at the end of 1503, to Arthur's younger
brother Henry, who was now the heir to the throne. He was
only eleven years old, between five and six years younger than
Catherine, and the marriage had to be postponed until he should
be of marriageable age.
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